
 

Source 3: North Carolina 1776 State Constitution 

North Carolina’s original state constitution from 1776 included two sections: the “Declaration of Rights” and 
“The Constitution, or Form of Government”. The following excerpts come from “The Constitution, or Form of 
Government”, and includes the introduction as well as sections 32 and 34. 

From The Constitution, or Form of Government 

Wherefore, in our present state, in order to prevent anarchy and confusion, it becomes necessary 
that government should be established in this State; therefore we, the Representatives of the 
freemen of North Carolina, chosen and assembled in Congress for the express purpose of framing 
a Constitution, under the authority of the people, most conducive to their happiness and prosperity, 
do declare that a government for this State shall be established, in manner and form following: 

32. That no person, who shall deny the being of God or the truth of the Protestant religion, or the 
divine authority either of the Old or New Testaments, or who shall hold religious principles 
incompatible with the freedom and safety of the State, shall be capable of holding any office or 
place of trust or profit in the civil department within this State. 

34. That there shall be no establishment of any one religious church or denomination in this State, in 
preference to any other; neither shall any person, on any presence whatsoever, be compelled to 
attend any place of worship contrary to his own faith or judgment. 

 

GLOSSARY 

freemen: referring to people who have the full rights of citizenship 

framing: constructing or developing 

conducive: describing conditions that are likely to make something happen 

incompatible: describing things that are not suitable for working together 

denomination: a subgroup of a particular religion 

*Disclaimer: For readability and comprehension purposes, ICS has updated the spellings, capitalizations, formatting, and some 
punctuation in this document to reflect the modern standard. We have shortened the text to help students focus on main ideas. 
Please visit the Yale Law Library’s Avalon Project for a full version of North Carolina’s 1776 State Constitution. 
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