
 

Source 2: Maryland 1776 State Constitution 

Maryland’s original state constitution from 1776 included the Declaration of Rights and The Constitution. The 
following excerpts come from both parts. 

From A Declaration of Rights 

33. That, as it is the duty of every man to worship God in such manner as he thinks most acceptable 
to him; all persons, professing the Christian religion, are equally entitled to protection in their religious 
liberty; wherefore no person ought by any law to be molested in his person or estate on account of his 
religious persuasion or profession, or for his religious practice; unless, under colour of religion, any 
man shall disturb the good order, peace or safety of the State, or shall infringe the laws of morality, or 
injure others, in their natural, civil, or religious rights. 

35. That no other test or qualification ought to be required, on admission to any office of trust or profit, 
than such oath of support and fidelity to this State, and such oath of office, as shall be directed by this 
Convention or the Legislature of this State, and a declaration of a belief in the Christian religion. 

From The Constitution, or Form of Government 

55. That every person, appointed to any office of profit or trust, shall, before he enters on the 
execution thereof, take the following oath: "I, A. B., do swear, that I do not hold myself bound in 
allegiance to the King of Great Britain, and that I will be faithful, and bear true allegiance to the State 
of Maryland" and shall also subscribe a declaration of his belief in the Christian religion. 

 

GLOSSARY 

molested: in its older meaning, to molest is to cause trouble, bother, or harass another person 

religious persuasion: a personal religious belief system 

color of religion: for the purpose of religion 

natural rights: rights all people are born with and that cannot be taken away; rights that should be 
protected by the government 

fidelity: faithfulness or loyalty 

*Disclaimer: For readability and comprehension purposes, ICS has updated the spellings, capitalizations, formatting, and some 
punctuation in this document to reflect the modern standard. We have shortened the text to help students focus on main ideas. 
Please visit the Yale Law Library’s Avalon Project for a full version of Maryland’s 1776 State Constitution. 
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