
 

Source 1: Pennsylvania 1776 State Constitution 

Pennsylvania’s original state constitution from 1776 included three key sections: the preamble, a declaration of 
rights, and a plan of government. For this lesson, you will examine short excerpts from the plan of government. 

From the Plan or Frame of Government for the Commonwealth or State of Pennsylvania 

SECTION 10. And each member [of the house of representatives], before he takes his seat, shall 
make and subscribe the following declaration:  

I do believe in one God, the creator and governor of the universe, the rewarder of the good and the 
punisher of the wicked. And I do acknowledge the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be 
given by Divine inspiration. 

And no further or other religious test shall ever hereafter be required of any civil officer or magistrate 
in this State. 

SECTION 45. And all religious societies or bodies of men heretofore united or incorporated for the 
advancement of religion or learning, or for other pious and charitable purposes, shall be encouraged 
and protected in the enjoyment of the privileges, immunities and estates which they were 
accustomed to enjoy, or could of right have enjoyed, under the laws and former constitution of this 
state. 

 

GLOSSARY 

Old Testament: The Christian term for the first part of the Christian Bible, which is comprised of books 
from the Jewish Hebrew Bible. Jews and Christians hold these texts sacred, though they are translated 
and interpreted differently and serve different functions in each religion. 

New Testament: The second part of the Christian Bible. Judaism does not accept the New Testament as 
sacred. 

civil officer: an employee of the government 

magistrate: a civil officer who is responsible for administering the law 

heretofore: before now 

 

*Disclaimer: For readability and comprehension purposes, ICS has updated the spellings, capitalizations, formatting, and some 
punctuation in this document to reflect the modern standard. We have shortened the text to help students focus on main ideas. 
Please visit the National Constitution Center for a full version of Pennsylvania’s 1776 State Constitution. 
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