ACTIVITY

CELEBRATING JEWISH AMERICANS:
A Social Media Student Engagement Activity

Description

Through the resources from this lesson, students have been provided with detailed information on the

positive impact Jewish Americans have made on society. To spotlight these contributions and
allow students to solidify their understanding of this key ethnic studies component, students will
create social media-style posts with the goal of creatively honoring the contributions of one or
more Jewish Americans. Two options are provided below, but we also encourage students to be
creative in their thinking and take their own approach, as long as the goal is accomplished. In total,
this activity is intended to take around 30-45 minutes to complete. Students can work individually,
in partners, or in small groups.

Option 1: Select a specific Jewish American to recognize through a social media post. Students
can create a post or page on behalf of this Jewish American, or they can create the post from the
point of view of a different person. The goal is to creatively acknowledge this person’s
contribution(s) and the way they have helped shape American culture.

Option 2: Create a post that states three reasons Jewish Americans should be recognized and
celebrated alongside other American ethnic groups, for example, with Jewish American Heritage
Month, which is celebrated in May.

Activity Outcomes

Through the creation of a creative social media post, students will be able to demonstrate:

1.

Contributions of a specific Jewish American(s) through visual and text elements of chosen social
media format

2. Written captions or posts that accurately reflect commendable actions, accomplishments, impacts,
or contributions to American society.

3. Creative use of additional social media features, such as #hashtags, @mentions, comments, or
followers, in order to provide additional insights about the impacts of the recognized person or
contributions of Jewish Americans as a group.

Materials

examPLES AND MULTIMEDIA RESOURCES

A Twitter Page for Emma [ azarus (also a template that can be copied for student use), the

Sephardi Jewish American immigration activist who wrote “The New Colossus”, the poem featured
on the Statue of Liberty

0 Seeimage of Twitter Page on p.3 of this activity document
The resource site Twinkl or this Smore page offers free online social media templates

If you have students who either love going the extra mile or are particularly adept with social media
or technology, encourage them to exceed expectations by creating a one-minute video reel about a
Jewish American and their contributions. The Instagram/TikTok account @JewishFactsDaily
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15KdExpSnBkHfFoHo7MrWtcVs660zmrPieH1oYQUPbQ8/edit#slide=id.p4
https://www.twinkl.com/resource/blank-social-media-templates-us-e-481
https://www.smore.com/7q14d-social-media-templates
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provides great examples of what they can create. See their example about William Shatner,
Leonard Nimoy, and the creation of Star Trek: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ne13yDTZD8
Or, visit their Instagram page to see other examples of informative video reels about Jews from
modern history.

Rubric

Teachers may use the holistic rubric below to evaluate student work or utilize the Activity Outcomes
checklist above as an assessment tool. Teachers can apply whatever grade or point values are most
appropriate to their scoring system.

Excellent Proficient Developing

Social media post/page Social media post/page mostly | Social media post/page
effectively accomplishes all accomplishes Activity accomplishes some Activity
Activity Outcomes. Outcomes. Outcomes.

Student represents Jewish Student represents Jewish Student represents Jewish
Americans and positively portrays | Americans and positively Americans and attempts to

their contribution(s) to American portrays their contribution(s) to | portray their contribution(s) to
society through both well-chosen | American society through both | American society, but may need
visuals and writing that conveys appropriate visuals and writing | to continue working on use of
accurate and insightful details that conveys some details visuals and written text to
about the person represented. about the person represented. | accurately and thoughtfully
portray these contributions.
Student creatively uses additional | Student uses 1 additional
social media tools, such as social media tool in post to
#hashtags, @mentions, reflect contributions and
comments, reposts, etc. to build a | impact

social media post or page that
reflects a person’s life and
contributions, or impacts of
Jewish Americans as a group.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ne13yDTZD8
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Example Twitter Page

This is one example of how a student might create a social media page on behalf of a famous Jewish
American, showcasing their contributions to society. There are many other ways that a student product can
accomplish the activity outcomes that will look different from this example, but students who perform
better by following a model can use this example. A link to the google slide on which this was created,
which can also work as a template, can be found under Materials on page 1.

Tweets >
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Lists

Tweet to Emma Lazarus

@yearningtobreath

596

Tweets

View all photos and videos
Refresh - View all
Hebrew Immigrant
Aid Society

Who to follow

HIAS

Sephardic
Jews of America

HIAS

Welcome the stranger.
Protect the refugee.

Browse categories - Find friends

5,321

Search

Emma Lazarus

@yearningtobreath
Poet and Immigration Activist
New York, New York — http://www.bringmeyourtired.com

3,445,234

- B

Emma Lazarus

@StatueofLib Be prepared for my heart-wrenching sonnet
that will speak to the hearts and minds of Americans for
generations to come #MotherOfExiles #AllAreWelcomeHere
#TheGoldenDoor

® View conversation

The Statue of Liberty Committee

We have selected @yearningtobreath’s poem “The New
Colossus” for our pedestal, where her words will be forever
immortalized!

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society

Shoutout to our ally @yearningtobreath for her continued
support and the many days she has spent volunteering with
our newcomers! You are helping create better lives for these
new Americans!
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